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K i r k l ander  W i l  Ke l t j ens  w i t h  some o f  her  scu l p t ur es .   

BY FLAVI E  HA LAI S   

 

W hen  W i l  Ke l t j ens  move d  t o  K i r k l and  f r om  

F l o r i da  l as t  yea r ,  s he  b roug h t  w i t h  he r  a  way  t o  

t u r n  any  wo u l d - be  a r t i s t  i n t o  a  s k i l l ed  sc u l p t o r  

i n  a  c oup l e  o f  hou r s .   

 

Ke l t j e ns  s ha r es  he r  t i me  be t wee n  wor k i ng  on  

he r  c r ea t i ons  and  g i v i ng  f i ve - hou r  wo r k s hops  t o  

peo p l e  ea ge r  t o  dev e l op  t he i r  c r ea t i ve  s i de ,  bu t  

who  m i gh t  no t  ha ve  t he  t i me  o r  t he  pa t i enc e  t o  

l ea r n  abo u t  a l l  t he  s ub t l e t i es  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  

s c u l p t u r e .   

 

I n  he r  home s t ud i o ,  s he  t eac hes  he r  s t uden t s  

how  t o  us e  he r  f avo u r i t e  med i um,  a  f ab r i c -

ha r de ne r  c a l l ed  Pave r p o l  t ha t  a l l ows  i t s  us e r s  t o  

c r ea t e  r ock - ha r d  sc u l p t u r es  ou t  o f  s i mp l e  

c l o t hes .  I t  c an  a l s o  be  us ed  w i t h  any  k i nd  o f  

na t u r a l  ma t e r i a l .   

 

“ I ’ m  add i c t ed  t o  i t  mys e l f , ”  s he  s a i d  o f  t he  

p r oduc t  t ha t  s he  d i s c ove r ed  i n  Ho l l and ,  he r  

na t i ve  c oun t r y ,  whe r e  i t  was  c r ea t ed  abou t  10  

yea r s  ago .   

 

Ke l t j e ns  s t a r t ed  g i v i ng  w or k s hops  when  he r  

f am i l y  moved  t o  F l o r i da  i n  199 9 ,  and  i s  now  

t r y i ng  t o  r eac h  ou t  t o  peop l e  on  t h e  I s l and  o f  

Mon t r ea l ,  he r  new  hom e s i nc e  l as t  May .   

 

“ I  l oved  wor k i ng  w i t h  he r , ”  s a i d  J oc e l yne  

Lad ouc eu r ,  who  f o l l owe d  a  wor k s hop  w i t h  

Ke l t j e ns  t ha t  w i l l  enab l e  he r  t o  bec ome a  Pa ve r p o l  i ns t r uc t o r .  “ She  a l l ows  you  t o  e xp r es s  

you r s e l f . ”   

 

Lad ouc eu r  be l i e ves  i n  t he  c ommer c i a l  po t en t i a l  o f  Pave r po l .  A  gov e r nme n t  wo r k e r ,  s he  has  

bee n  pa i n t i ng  d u r i ng  he r  s pa r e  t i me  f o r  yea r s ,  bu t  d i sc ove r ed  s c u l p t i ng  w i t h  t he  p r oduc t .   

 

“ I f  I  had  been  t o l d  o ne  y ea r  ago  t ha t  I  was  go i ng  t o  do  s c u l p t i ng ,  I  wou l d  hav e  s a i d  nev e r ,  i t  

does n ’ t  i n t e r es t  me , ”  s he  e xp l a i ned .   

 

Lad ouc eu r  l i k es  t he  f ac t  t ha t  i t ’ s  eas y  t o  us e ,  ye t  c an  be  mode l e d  i n t o  c omp l e x  s hap es .  She ’ s  

a l s o  a t t r ac t ed  t o  i t s  ec o - f r i end l y  s i de  —  i t  c an  be  us ed  w i t hou t  g l oves  o r  a  mas k ,  and  c an  be  

man i pu l a t ed  by  c h i l d r en .  And  i t ’ s  a l s o  a  good  wa y  t o  f i nd  a  new  l i f e  f o r  o ld  c l o t hes .   

 

“ A  l o t  o f  t h i ngs  t ha t  you  hav e  i n  t he  hous e  c an  b e  r ec yc l ed  w i t h  t h i s  p r oduc t , ”  Ke l t j ens  s a i d .   

 

She  h opes  t o  a t t r ac t  more  peo p l e  t o  he r  wo r k s hops  i n  o r de r  t o  s p r ead  he r  pas s i on .   

 

W ork s hops  c os t  $75  and  c an  be  book ed  t h r o ugh  W i l  Ke l t j ens ’  webs i t e ,  www . wk bdes i gn . c om.   
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