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K i r k l ander  W i l  Ke l t j ens  w i t h  some o f  her  scu l p t ur es .   

BY FLAVI E  HA LAI S   

 

W hen  W i l  Ke l t j ens  move d  t o  K i r k l and  f r om  

F l o r i da  l as t  yea r ,  s he  b roug h t  w i t h  he r  a  way  t o  

t u r n  any  wo u l d - be  a r t i s t  i n t o  a  s k i l l ed  sc u l p t o r  

i n  a  c oup l e  o f  hou r s .   

 

Ke l t j e ns  s ha r es  he r  t i me  be t wee n  wor k i ng  on  

he r  c r ea t i ons  and  g i v i ng  f i ve - hou r  wo r k s hops  t o  

peo p l e  ea ge r  t o  dev e l op  t he i r  c r ea t i ve  s i de ,  bu t  

who  m i gh t  no t  ha ve  t he  t i me  o r  t he  pa t i enc e  t o  

l ea r n  abo u t  a l l  t he  s ub t l e t i es  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  

s c u l p t u r e .   

 

I n  he r  home s t ud i o ,  s he  t eac hes  he r  s t uden t s  

how  t o  us e  he r  f avo u r i t e  med i um,  a  f ab r i c -

ha r de ne r  c a l l ed  Pave r p o l  t ha t  a l l ows  i t s  us e r s  t o  

c r ea t e  r ock - ha r d  sc u l p t u r es  ou t  o f  s i mp l e  

c l o t hes .  I t  c an  a l s o  be  us ed  w i t h  any  k i nd  o f  

na t u r a l  ma t e r i a l .   

 

“I’m addicted to it myself,” she said of the 

pr oduc t  t ha t  s he  d i s c ove r ed  i n  Ho l l and ,  he r  

na t i ve  c oun t r y ,  whe r e  i t  was  c r ea t ed  abou t  10  

yea r s  ago .   

 

Ke l t j e ns  s t a r t ed  g i v i ng  w or k s hops  when  he r  

f am i l y  moved  t o  F l o r i da  i n  199 9 ,  and  i s  now  

t r y i ng  t o  r eac h  ou t  t o  peop l e  on  t h e  I s l and  o f  

Mon t r ea l ,  he r  new  hom e s i nc e  l as t  May .   

 

“I loved working with her,” said Jocelyne 

Lad ouc eu r ,  who  f o l l owe d  a  wor k s hop  w i t h  

Keltjens that will enable her to become a Paverpol instructor. “She allows you to express 

yourself.”  

 

Lad ouc eu r  be l i e ves  i n  t he  c ommer c i a l  po t en t i a l  o f  Pave r po l .  A  gov e r nme n t  wo r k e r ,  s he  has  

bee n  pa i n t i ng  d u r i ng  he r  s pa r e  t i me  f o r  yea r s ,  bu t  d i sc ove r ed  s c u l p t i ng  w i t h  t he  p r oduc t .   

 

“If I had been told one year ago that I was going to do sculpting, I would have said never, it 

doesn’t interest me,” she explained.  

 

Ladouceur likes the fact that it’s easy to use, yet can be modeled into complex shapes. She’s 

al s o  a t t r ac t ed  t o  i t s  ec o - f r i end l y  s i de  — i t  c an  be  us ed  w i t hou t  g l oves  o r  a  mas k ,  and  c an  be  

manipulated by children. And it’s also a good way to find a new life for old clothes.  

 

“A lot of things that you have in the house can be recycled with this product,” Keltjens said.  

 

She  h opes  t o  a t t r ac t  more  peo p l e  t o  he r  wo r k s hops  i n  o r de r  t o  s p r ead  he r  pas s i on .   

 

Workshops cost $75 and can be booked through Wil Keltjens’ website, www . wk bdes i gn . c om.   
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